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KABUL (Pajhwok): The Right and Justice Party on
Wednesday asked President Hamid Karzai to sign the Bi-
lateral Security Agreement (BSA) with the United States
of America (USA).

Party leader and former interior minister Mohammad
Hanif Atmar told reports in Kabul that they had taken a
unanimous decision to support presidential runner Dr.
Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai.

“We are committed to supporting Dr. Ghani in the interest
of the party and the country,” Atmar said, adding that his
party’s strategy and the Ghani’s manifesto were similar to
a large extent.

He said the party would strive to encourage workers to
vote for Ghani in the April elections. Several members of
the party, launched in 2011, have worked in government
positions.
http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2014/01/29/right-and-justice-party
-swings-behind-ghani
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KABUL (Pajhwok): Candidates violating rules on the
display of posters will be referred to the Independent
Electoral Complaints Commission (IECC), an official
warned on Friday. Independent Election Commission
(IEC) Secretary Ziaul Haq Amarkhel told Pajhwok
Afghan News they had framed rules for the display of
candidate posters and billboards.

He said the IEC had held a meeting on the issue with
presidential runners, who had promised to keep cities
clean in installation of their billboards and posters.
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Election contenders spurning the regulation would be re-
ferred to the watchdog for punitive action, Amarkhel said,
adding each candidate was bound to report accurately
campaign expenses to the IEC.
“The campaign finance issue, as explained in the relevant
law, has also been discussed with candidates. A presiden-
tial runner is not allowed to spend more than 10 million
afghanis on his campaign."
Meanwhile, the Kabul Municipality said it was ready for
rigorous monitoring of installation of billboards promo-
tional and posters by presidential and provincial council
candidates.
Mohammad Naeem Khogman Ulumi, the deputy head for
civic services gt the municipality, said candidates would
éh) 5age'p&t§s 0 V!f]al?s,%duses, telephone
poles or other inappropriate places.
“Anyone doing this will be dealt with seriously...we will
try to collect the posters pasted in prohibited places and
impose cash fines on violators,” he said
He said that if they violate the posters hundred Afghan
micro and macro posters , fined five hundred Afghans and
their posters will be deleted from the site.
The two-month presidential election campaign is set to
kick off on Sunday (February 2). Eleven people are in the
run to succeed President Hamid Karzai.
Link: http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2014/01/31/candidate-
posters-violators-warned-action
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KABUL (Pajhwok): Three armored and as many Hilux
vehicles will be placed at the disposal of each presidential
runner on Saturday, the Election Security Commission
head said on Friday.

The 11 candidates for the April 5 presidential vote have so
farr neminateal r1 70 eeduritp fuards, cwho hava been be
absorbed into police ranks.

Gen. Mohammed Salem Ihsas told Pajhwok Afghan News
the vehicles were ready for delivery to the presidential
hopefuls -- a process that begins tomorrow.

Before the launch of the election campaign on Sunday, all
guards referred to the Ministry of the Interior would
undergo biometric tests, he added. All guards will be
equipped to ensure candidates’ security during the
campaign period.

In response to a query, Gen. Ihsas said: "Equipping the
security guards and providing fuel for the vehicles is a job
related to the Ministry of the Interior (Mol)."

http://www.pajhwok.com
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Under a decision of the National Security Council, the Mol
has to provide each presidential candidate with three
armoured and as many ordinary vehicles, as well as 35
police personnel.

Last week, Mol spokesman Ghulam Siddique Siddiqui
asked the 11 contenders to receive their vehicles and
introduce their guards to the ministry.

Presidential and provincial council elections are scheduled
to be held on April 5 this year, with the two-month
campaign for presidential polls starting on February 2.

In order to ensure tight security, Siddiqui asked the
presidential hopefuls to inform the relevant agencies two
days prior to campaign programmes.

Ihsas insisted security forces were ready to make sure that
each phase of the election process passed off peacefully.
There should be no cause for concern with regard to
security, he said.

“God willing, all stages of the elections will pass off in a
secure environment," he believed, urging candidates to
coordinate their activities with the authorities concerned.
Link: http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2014/01/31/presidential-
runners-set-receive-vehicles
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KABUL (Pajhwok): The Afghanistan Independent

Democratic Party (AIDP) announced on Thursday its
support to presidential contender Dr. Abdullah Abdullah.
Mohammad Amin Wakman, the AIDP chief, told
journalists the party was working to promote national unity,
curb prejudice and hatred. “Today, we decided to support
Dr. Abdullah in the presidential ballot,” he added.
Presidential and provincial council elections are to be held
on April 5.He said the party had held meetings with other
presidential hopefuls but they finally decided to support
Abdullah, who could steer the country out of crisis. The
AIDP would strive for peace in the country and shape
a better future for the Afghans, he promised. The AIDP
is a splinter group of the Afghan Millat Party.

El ecti on
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KABUL (Pajhwok): Two members of leading

Coverage Newslette
Dr. Abdullah thanked the party for lending its support to
him and urged people to join political groups to take ac-
tive part in the nation-building enterprise.
http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2014/01/30/aidp-support-abdullah-
polls

ah campaigners kil

presidential contender Dr. Abdullah Abdullah’s
campaign office were killed in western Herat
province on Saturday evening.

Syed Fazel Sancharaki, one of Abdullah's
campaigners, told Pajhwok Afghan News that the
two men were shot to death by unidentified
individuals as they came out of their campaign office
in the city. Two staffers of the campaign office were
killed in the incident, he said, adding but the attack-

ers’ identity was yet to be established.
Link: http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2014/02/01/abdullah-
campaigners-killed-herat-attack

Kar z ai to candidat es:
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KABUL (Pajhwok): On the eve of the presidential elec-
tion campaign, President Hamid Karzai on Saturday
asked candidates to highlight their programmes and prior-
ities through the media. The two-month campaign for the
April presidential vote begins tomorrow. Eleven individu-
als are in the run for replacing Karzai, who has had two
terms and can’t contest the ballot for a third time under
the constitution. In a statement from his office, Karzai
welcomed the campaign launch, calling the elections an
effective step toward strengthening democracy and politi-
cal stability in the country. While hoping the political and
democratic struggle would boost national unity, the presi-
dent urged the media to give equal coverage to candi-
dates’ plans, policies and priorities. Link: http:/

www.pajhwok.com/en/2014/02/01/karzai-candidates-canvass-
thru-media
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KABUL (Pajhwok): Amid security concerns, a two-month
long presidential electioneering campaign is set to begin on
Sunday, with 11 candidates vying to replace the incumbent
Hamid Karzai.

Presidential candidates are said to be planning to hold large
political gatherings in Kabul and provinces.

But representatives of some hopefuls say they are
concerned about the security situation; particularly when
the candidates travel to provinces as part of their campaign.
Fahim Kohdamani, a spokesman for Abdul Rab Rassoul
Sayyaf, told Pajhwok Afghan News they planned to
organise rallies of supporters in Kabul and provinces, but
insecurity could disrupt their pre-planned programmes.

He called Sayyaf one of the leading presidential
candidates, saying the f 0 r me r leaglei hadasdriived
many attempts on his life and militants had spared no effort
in assassinating him. He urged security forces to strain
every nerve to shield him and other candidates.

Meanwhile, Independent Election Commission (I__E)Chief
Mohammad Yusuf Nuristani held a meeting with
presidential candidates to discuss security measures put in
place for the electioneering and elections.

Nuristani told presidential hopefuls some polling stations
faced security threats, which could be overcome with their
cooperation.

Interior Minister Mohammad Omar Daudzai, who attended
the meeting, said efforts were being made to do away with
threats posed by militants to polling centres.

He said a number of under threat election sites would be
secured as security forces had been trying to maintain their
security.

The presidential campaign, which will culminate in
Afghanistan’s first-ever democratic transfer of power,
begins at a time when the country is entering an uncertain
era due to a dispute between Kabul and Washington over
whether a small force of United States soldiers stays
behind beyond 2014.

President Karzai, who has been in office since the fall of
the Taliban in 2001, is barred from seeking a third term.
Tipped to go through to the run-off stage is Abdullah
Abdullah and other heavyweight candidates are former
finance minister Ashraf Ghani, Karzai loyalist Zalmai
Rassoul and the president’s elder brother Qayum Karzai.

Link: http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2014/02/01/presidential-poll-
campaign-begins-tomorrow
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KABUL (Pajhwok): President Hamid Karzai has called
on foreign countries to respect the vote of Afghanistan’s
people and let them to strengthen democracy in their
country by participating in the upcoming landmark
elections.

Karzai was talking to FEuropean Union special
representative for Afghanistan Franz-Michael Skjold
Mellbin, who led a number of ambassadors from
European countries, the Presidential Palace said in a
statement.

The meeting conferred on the April elections, cooperation
and the strategic agreement between Afghanistan and the
European Union, the Afghan peace process and the
bilateral security agreement between Kabul and
Washington, the statement said.

Karzai said there was no doubt the achievements
Afghanistan made over the past decade had been a result
of assistance and cooperation from the EU and the
international community.

The president said the upcoming presidential and
provincial elections would be held as scheduled and that
his government was committed to holding inclusive,
transparent and fair elections.

Karzai insisted on continued economic assistance and
investments by EU countries in Afghanistan.

The statement said EU countries envoys reassured
long-term cooperation with Afghanistan in diverse fields
beyond 2014, when N A T dOmbat mission ends.

Link: http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2014/02/01/respect-afghan-
vote-karzai-tells-foreigners
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KABUL (P AN Three major political parties have
decided to extend support to presidential candidate Dr.
Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai, sources said on Saturday, a day
before the election campaign kicks off.

A source in the Afghan Millat Party, led by former
minister Dr. Anwarul Haq Ahadi, told Pajhwok Afghan
News its high council held a meeting on Saturday and
decided to support Ahmadzai in the April elections.

The meeting was attended by Ahadi, senior party leader
Stana Gul Sherzad and members of the high council and
provincial secretaries.

Suleman Khpalwak, an Ahmadzai campaign official,
confirmed to Pajhwok that Ahadi and the Mahaz-i-Milli
Islamic Party had vowed to support the former finance
minister.

He said the two parties would formally announce their
decision at a huge gathering to be held tomorrow, the
opening day of the two-month election campaign.
Khpalwak claimed several other political parties would
soon announce their support to Ahmadzai, a former
World Bank expert.

A Mahaz-i-Milli Islami party member said Ahmadzai met
the party leader, Pir Syed Ahmadi Gilani, on Saturday.
He added Gilani had assured his party’s support to
Ahmadzai.

Similarly, the Milli Nijat Party, led by Sibghatullah
Mujaddedi, also decided to persuade its supporters to
vote for Ahmadzai, a source in the party said.

The development comes days after former interior
minister Hanif Atmar, who leads the Right and Justice
Party, announced his backing for Ahmadzai.

Link: http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2014/02/01/3-major-groups-

pledge-support-ghani
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KABUL (Pajhwok): The Young Activists for Reform and
Change (YARC), an amalgam of 35 organisations and
civil society groups, on Saturday accused the government
of interfering in the election process

El ecti on

supporting

Coverage Newslette
YARC member lhsanullah Hekmat Ahmadzai alleged at a
news conference in Kabul that President Hamid Karzai had
been partial, supporting one particular candidate.

He claimed government funds and machinery were being
used to support Zalmai Rassoul, one of the 11 presidential
runners. “A systematic reshuffle of senior officials has
been ongoing to pave the ground for interference in the
polls.”

The activist claimed some elders and parliamentarians had
directly and indirectly suggested to Karzai to back Rassoul.
He said YARC, which has 300,000 members, was deeply
concerned over the issue.

Election campaign for the April vote is due to begin
tomorrow (Sunday). Karzai has repeatedly asserted his
neutrality, asking all government departments to refrain
from campaigning for or against any contender.

Earlier, his spokesman Aimal Faizi told Pajhwok Afghan
News Karzai had no intention to swing behind any specific
candidate or encourage people to support any of the 11
runners.

YARC members also claimed foreigners had supporters in
the government and they could disrupt the election process.
On the Bilateral Security Agreement (BSA), YARC
member Abdul Musawir said the accord was crucial for
training of Afghan forces as well as bringing about
economic prosperity. He asked government to sign the deal
as soon as possible.

Other YARC members agreed with Karzai’s precondition
that foreign troops should stop conducing raids on civilian
homes, saying the job should be performed only by Afghan
forces.

Link: http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2014/02/01/govt-accused-
supporting-dr-rassoul
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KABUL (Pajhwok): Leading presidential candidate Dr.
Ashraf Ghani on Sunday identified economic, judicial and
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KABUL (Pajhwok): Leading presidential candidate Dr.
Ashraf Ghani on Sunday identified economic, judicial
and constitutional reforms, reigning in the bureaucracy
and even-handed development of the country as his top
priorities.

While hitting the campaign trail in Kabul, the ex-World
Bank expert said the Afghans were ready for change from
within. He emphasised on enhancing Afghanistan’s
domestic production.

“We are a poor country, whose economic growth can be
fuelled by foreign investment in the mining sector,” he
said, estimating gas reserves in the northern city of
Shiberghan could meet the country’s need for 70 years.
Calling each investor Afghanistan’s economic pillar, the
former finance minister believed: “As long as we don’t
strengthen the internal production system, we cannot be
self-sufficient." He promised ensuring investor security in
the country.

The presidential runner also suggested judicial reforms,
saying all people should know the merits of court verdicts
that should be publicised.

He also called for total implementation of the
Constitution, but sought changes in parts of the basic law
in accordance with public needs. Every six months, the
Commission on Monitoring of Implementation of the
Constitution should brief Afghans on its performance.

If elected, Ahmadzai would try to hold District Council
and parliamentary elections simultaneously. AL oy a
would be convened constitutional for suggesting
amendments to the Constitution.

Besides focusing on elimination of corruption, balanced
development and a decent return of refugees to the
country, the noted economist said he would set up a body
to register and distribute state-owned land.

He also pledged to work for improving health services
and education, human resource development and
appointments to senior government positions on merit.
Peace and stability would be one the main goals of his
team (change and continuity). "Peace in Afghanistan is a
guarantee of prosperity in Asia and the region. We should
take a rational decision on current issues.”

He went on to urge the armed opposition to wage a
political struggle and thereby help the people of
Afghanistan achieve peace. "We don’t fear elections, a
ray of hope and we must accept its result."

Power abuse by "self-interested individuals" must stop
and people should see themselves involved in
government in the shortest possible time.

He denounced the killing of two members of Dr. Abdul-
lah’s campaign team in western Herat province, urging
security forces to ensure protection of all poll workers.
Link: http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2014/02/02/if-elected-ghani
-introduce-reforms
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Govt determined to
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KABUL (Pajhwok): The government planned to ensure
elections security by focusing on improving the situation in
insecure provinces, the Presidential Palace said on Sunday.
The decision was taken at a meeting of the National
Security Council (NSC), chaired by President Hamid
Karzai. The participants noted public security concern
ahead of the April ballot.

A statement from the palace said the NSC denounced the
overnight killing of two aides to presidential runners in
western Herat province. The president directed security
organs to detain the killers and avoid a repeat of such
incidents.

The Interior Ministry, in an effort to protect presidential
candidates and their running mates, has provided three
armoured vehicles and 35 policemen to each contender.
National Security Advisor Rangin Dadfar Spanta briefed
the participants on progress in talks with N A T Gh the
alliance future mission in Afghanistan, the statement
added.

The meeting decided the negotiations with NATO
representatives on the status of forces agreement should be
finalised as soon as possible and the national interest fully
protected.

Link: http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2014/02/02/govt-determined-
gnspre(,-rp%ll-securitv-nsc
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KABUL (P AN As a two-month campaign officially
opened on Sunday, presidential candidate Gul Agha
Sherzai told a huge rally of supporters in Kabul he would
steer Afghanistan out of political, economic and social
unrest. If elected in the April polls, he would definitely
guarantee peace, the ex-governor told a rally that
thousands of people attended.
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Sherzai said Afghanistan was in a sensitive phase of its
history, where the Afghans had to jointly struggle to make
the elections a success.

With his second vice-presidential nominee Mohammad
Hashim Zari absent from the rally, Sherzai said: “We
should join hands to rescue Afghanistan from political and
economic turmoil. If elected, I would solve these issues
with the assistance of a best team.”

He identified bringing peace, improving security, initiating
reconstruction projects, expanding higher education,
forging good relations with neighbouring countries and the
international community among his top priorities.

He promised establishing factories, giving land plots and
vehicles to teachers, journalists, religious scholars and
providing traders with facilities to flourish their businesses
if elected as president.

“I have practically proved myself as a hero of peace and
reconstruction,” said Sherzai, also known as Mohammad
Shafiq.

The former Kandahar governor vowed to strongly defend
women’s and youth’s rights and reopen schools which had
been closed due to insecurity if voted to power.

He said he had evolved a comprehensive strategy on how to
implement his plans. “Peace did not come to the country
due to some problems, but I am the one who had never
fought tribal and factional wars. [ have offered martyrs and
have done ] i hlavehld definitely bring peace,” vowed the
former special advisor to president Karzai.

Sherzai said he would reduce the number of ministers to 16
from the current 25 and governors would have complete
authority in performing their tasks in his administration.

He said special courts would be established to try high
officials involved in administrative corruption and a special
committee to investigate cases of prisoners held on dubious
charges.

Sherzai praised President Karzai for what he said having
achieved considerable progress on economic and political
fronts. However, he called on the president to sign the
bilateral security agreement with the US on the basis of the
desire of Afghanistan’s people.
Link:http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2014/02/02/campaign-trail-
sherzai-outlines-priorities

Rul es violated on
ByPaj h wo kFetRre2016 120:11

pol |

KAUBL (Pajhwok): Campaigners for some presidential
candidates on Sunday, the day of election campaign launch,
defied warnings from the Electoral Complaints
Commission (E C Yagainst erecting billboards and gluing
posters in prohibited areas. The electioneering formally
kicked off on Sunday and would continue for two months.

El ecti on

Coverage Newslette
As the campaign began, candidates’ campaigners
started pasting portraits and installing banners on
private walls, gates and other places.

Candidates have promised they would strictly follow
Independent Election Commission (I_E)T rules
governing the use of posters. However, many posters
and billboards could be seen in areas prohibited by
the electoral bodies.

Candidates in the previous elections had also violated
election rules by moving to restricted places for
displaying posters and photos.

A Pajhwok correspondent saw residents tearing down
posters and banners of some candidates from walls of
residential buildings.

Most of the posters which were brought down from
walls and gates of private homes in the crowded
Shahri Naw locality belonged to Hedayat Amin
Arsala, Dr. Zalmai Rassoul, and Abdul Rahim
Wardak, the reporter observed.

A resident of the area, Haji Habib, while removing
posters of Wardak and Rassoul from his home walls,
said such materials affected efforts at cleanliness of
the city. He said it would require a lot of efforts to
remove and throw away the materials outside the city
after the elections.

He asked IEC officials to prevent campaigners from
displaying election posters in private areas, calling it
an unpleasant act.

The ECC has recently again warned candidates to act
in line with the election commission’s rules.

ECC spokesman Nader Mohsini said if they received
complaints against campaigners that they had
violated the rules, serious action would be initiated
against them.

c a Mghsini glisected thej IEG tto @ngey again wam

candidates against violating commission rules.
The Kabul municipality has also requested candidates
to paste posters in permitted areas only.

Link:  http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2014/02/02/rules-violated-
poll-campaign%E2%80%99s-first-day
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KABUL (Pajhwok): The United Nation’s top
diplomat in Afghanistan on Sunday strongly
condemned the killing of two members of the
election campaign team of presidential candidate Dr.
Abdullah Abdullah.

Secretary-General’s  Special Representative Jan
Kubi§ expressed his deepest condolences to the
families, friends and colleagues of those who lost
their lives in the criminal act.

On Saturday evening, unidentified gunmen shot
dead two members of Abdullah’s campaign office in
western Herat province.

The attack came on the eve of the election campaign
as the country prepares for the presidential and
provincial polls in April.

“This coward action constitutes a violent
intimidation of electoral candidates and their
supporters, and cannot be tolerated,” he said in a
statement from the United Nations Assistance
Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA).

He urged authorities to take necessary measures to
bring the perpetrators to justice and called upon the
security forces to be on heightened vigilance over
the coming weeks leading to the elections.

Afghans should be able to exercise their
fundamental right to express their democratic will
and to vote in an atmosphere free of intimidation, the
UNAMA head said.

Link: http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2014/02/02/kubi%
C5%A 1-slams-killing-poll-campaign-workers

El ection Coverage Newsl ette

Qayum to preserve
By A dripzauil ¢ @ oy 20 1) ey 4 5d

KABUL (P_A N President Hamid Karzai's elder brother
and presidential candidate Abdul Qayyum Karzai on
Sunday promised to preserve the gains made over the past
decade and pursue the current government’s incomplete
jobs.

Addressing thousands of supporters on the opening day of
election campaign atthe L 0 y a  téni, Qagyam said, if
elected, he would introduce reforms in the government
system, create employment opportunities and make efforts
at economic development.

gai

A large number of parliamentarians were also present at
the gathering. Qayyum vowed to stabilise Afghanistan and
promised an end to the ongoing war, saying he would bring
the rebels to the negotiating table to establish a lasting
peace.

Promising serious efforts at combating drugs and
administrative corruption, the former Wo | e s imemdbdr
said achieving economic growth and ensuring the
supremacy of rule would be among his priorities.

He believed modern education system could bring about
revolution by offering a well-trained, educated and aware
society, something crucial to improvement in the country’s
system.

Creating jobs and raising public servant salaries were
among the promises Qayum held out to the gathering,
saying he would struggle hard to translate his pledges into
reality.

Link: http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2014/02/02/qayum-
preserve-gainsof-past-decade
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Ar sal a ve peace ta

KABUL (Pajhwok): Presidential runner Hedayat Amin
Arsala on Sunday said reviving peace negotiations with the
Taliban to end the ongoing conflict would be among his
primary goals if he won the April 5 vote.

Addressing hundreds of his supporters in Kabul, the
economist said the Afghans demanded peace and stability
in their country and did not want to hear gunfire anymore.
“If I win, I will negotiate with the Taliban and focus all my
efforts with honesty in this regard. But we have to be more
focused on protecting the past achievements,” he said.
Arsala said he would invite the armed opposition to return
to their homes and live peacefully and join efforts at
developing Afghanistan.

About the former Soviet Union invasion of Afghanistan, he
said the Afghans endured atrocities spanning 35 years as a
result of the invasion that claimed tens of thousands of lives
and destroyed the country’s infrastructures and social
values.

About his priorities, Arsala said he would ensure good
governance, rule of law, equality education, eliminate
corruption, introduce administrative reforms, respect
human rights and improve the situation of women and
children. He told Pajhwok Afghan News good governance
could strengthen the government’s affairs and muster
people’s support that in return would help the government
enforce laws.

On international relations, Arsala said he would improve
friendship and business relations with neighbouring and
regional countries for the sake of improved economic
situation in Afghanistan. He strongly supported signing of
the bilateral security agreement (BSA) with the United
States, saying it was crucial to continued foreign
assistance. Link: http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2014/02/02/arsala
-revive-peace-talks-if-elected
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Ghani campaign team swin

ByHadi GHete2f2814-i16:43

BAMYAN CITY (Pajhwok): Presidential runner Dr.
Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai’s election campaign office
swung into amid security concerns in central Bamyan
province on Sunday.

Ramazan Fida, the interim head of Ghani’s team, asked
the government to maintain security of provincial election
offices -- hours after two aides of Dr. Abdullah Abdullah
were shot dead in Herat province.

The absence of the Independent Electoral Complaints
Commission (E C Loffice in Bamyan was another issue
needing attention, Fida said, asking where they should go
in case of pre-poll violence.

Deputy police chief, Col. Mohammad Ali Lakzai, told
Pajhwok Afghan News they were coordinating with the
Independent Election Commission security campaigners’
security. Only eight of 188 polling sites in Bamyan were
under mid-level threat and 12 others under low-level
threat, he said. In case of need, they could ask for
security reinforcements, Lakzai said. With the first
campaign office launching its activities in Bamyan, other
parties could also contact police for security, the police

officer . Link: http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2014/02/02/ghani-

campaign-team-swings-action
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KABUL (Pajhwok): A day after his two election
campaigners were gunned down in western Herat province,
presidential contender Dr. Abdullah Abdullah on Sunday
said he would enforce laws across-the-board and do away
with insecurity and administrative corruption if elected in the
April elections.
Unknown gunmen shot dead two officials of Abdullah’s
campaign office in Herat City as they came out of the office.
Addressing a huge gathering of his supporters in Kabul to
mark the campaign’s first day, Abdullah said his team had
sketched out comprehensive and thoughtful programmes in
various fields and he would remain committed to
implementing those plans.

Enforcing laws equally, maintaining security, ensuring good
governance, strictly fighting corruption, alleviating poverty,
creating jobs, facilitating returnees, strengthening relations
with the international community on the basis of mutual
respect and sustaining economic growth were among
Abdullah’s future programmes if elected.

His first-vice presidential pick, Mohammad Khan, who is a
senior He 7-b s | Afphanistan led by Hadi Arghandiwal,
asked the Independent Election Commission, the government
and foreigners to avoid hurting the trust of people in the
electoral process and let them to choose their preferred
candidate. He said a peaceful transition of power was in the
interest of Afghanistan, the region and the international
community.

Criticising the government, Mohammad Muhaqqiq,
Abdullah’s second vice-presidential running mate, said the
country’s situation remained as it had been 13 years ago in
terms of security and economy.

He said the government had drastically failed to meet
people’s demands and vowed if they won the elections, most
of the current government’s policies would be changed.

“The trends the Presidential Palace has developed include

El ecti on
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All these trends would be reversed,” Muhaqqiq said.
Link: http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2014/02/02/abdullah-
promises-end-insecurity-graft
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Rassoul pr omi s ebsa sseedc ugroivtty ,
By Muhammad Hassan KhitabFeb 3, 2014 - 15:00

KABUL (Pajhwok): Presidential runner Zalmai Rassoul
on Monday said he would form a broad-based
government and handle the issue of security with an iron
fist if he won the April election.

Hitting the campaign trail, Rassoul told supporters that
integrity, good governance and even-handed
development were vital to Afghanistan’s stability. “Our
way is not extremism; we believe in equality.”

The former foreign minister praised the performance of
President Hamid Karzai, acknowledging he had played a
vital role in uniting the Afghans -- a precedent he would
also follow.

In case he won the electoral fray, Rassoul said, he would
seriously deal with the people fuelling violence and
insecurity. He added one of his vice-presidents was
female and he would give 50 percent of Cabinet slots to
women and youth.

His team, which had never been involved in corruption,
was better-placed to combat the scourge, he claimed,
promising media freedom in line with the country
constitution.

Rassoul told neighbouring countries that peace in
Afghanistan was in interest of the entire region.“We will
let the armed opposition return and live in their
homeland peacefully,” he said.

His choice for first vice-president, Ahmad Zia Massoud,
said; “Unfortunately, one major cause of weak
governance is lack of educated and professional
individuals in the government.” He stressed education
was essential for the development of a country.

Massoud said: "We need a dynamic society, with

the use of helicopters to arrive at the L 0 y a  tdnt, hogy @rogress in all spheres of life. Unfortunately, the well-off

visiting provinces and ignoring irregularities in contracts to
the tune of millions of dollars.

people have done little for the country and that’s why
our youth remain unemployed. "
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Habiba Sarabi, Rassoul’s nominee for second vice-president,
underlined the role of women in governance and other areas.
“In this team, my role is not that of one individual. Instead I
represent the entire women folk, a generation."

Formerly the only female governor of Afghanistan, she said
one malady that crippled the country was maginalisation of
women. Their marginal participation in political and economic
fields meant they were a silent force in determining the
country’s future, she remarked.

Link: http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2014/02/03/rassoul-promises-
security-broad-based-govt
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Af ghani st an

ByMeer Agha

KABUL (Pajhwok): Presidential contender Abdul Qayyum
Karzai has pledged to make Afghanistan an economic hub of
the region, build close trade ties with neighbouring countries if
he is elected in the April vote.

In an exclusive interview with Pajhwok Afghan News, he
discussed a wide range of issues such as economic
development, Bilateral Security Agreement (BSA) with the
United States and the slow-moving peace process.

War alone could not ensure peace and stability, he said, adding
his government would be dominated by competent individuals
from different ethnic groups.

“If I am elected as president, I will leave no stone unturned to
take forward the development projects launched by my brother
and the incumbent president,” he vowed.

He would appoint a team of dedicated individuals to work for
durable peace, the candidate said, supporting the early inking
of the vital security pact with the US. He believed the BSA,
endorsed by the L 0 y a , should beaigned without further
delay.

The Loya Jirga has long played a key role in the Afghan
culture and almost 99 percent of its participants favoured early
signing of the security pact -- a decision that should be
respected, he added.

El ecti on
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The runner said President Hamid Karzai’s conditions
for signing the accord should have been made part of
the draft, already approved by the jirga.

Asked what prompted him to contest the elections,
Qayyum Karzai replied he had no political inclination
but jumped into the race, considering the role his family
has played in Afghan politics.

Political instability, a weak economy and growing
insecurity are among the factors behind his decision to
contest the elections. He urged Afghans, including
religious scholars, elders, businessmen, politicians and
youth to demonstrate respect for the constitution and
law. “I believe the current political system is better than
any other form of government for Afghanistan,” he
believed. Lasting peace in the country would be among
his top priorities.

“Let me tell you one thing: peace cannot be imposed
and at the same time war will lead us nowhere. We
need to create the right environment. And lasting
stability is key to political and economic development
of the war-battered country,” he remarked.

A strong democratic system would give people their
right to talk openly and criticise the government, he
added.

The coup d'état against Sardar Dawood Khan’s regime
put the country on the road to war and instability, he
re@lled, sying pedse; need@d tymy. he nation should
join hands for the cause.

“My government will appoint a strong team to take the
peace process to a logical end. If elected, his
government will explore every avenue to end the war in
the country,” he reiterated.

Referring to Taliban’s conditions for peace talks after
the withdrawal of foreign forces, he said an impartial
team would be appointed to persuade militants to shun
violence.

“High Peace Council (HPC) members are best known
to him and they are men of principles. The team, no
doubt, had made sincere efforts but since they hold
government positions and other political activities, the
process cannot be taken forward,” he observed.

On better equipping Afghan security forces, he hoped
all-out support by the nation would make the country’s
defence impregnable. Police and army would be made
more professional and separate universities and colleges
built for the purpose.

Lauding the sacrifices rendered by the security forces to
defend the country, he promised perks and privileges
for the armed forces. The nation was proud of its
security forces for protecting their motherland amid
multiple challenges, he continued.

Link: http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2014/02/03/afghanistan-be-made
-economic-hub-gayyum
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Meddling in campai nt ol
ByHadi
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BAMYAN CITY (Pajhwok): The governor on Tuesday said
government officials would not be allowed to campaign for
election candidates in central Bamyan province.

Ghulam Ali Wahdat told a meeting of government officials at
the Governor’s House that Bamyan residents believed in
democracy and they would not allow anyone to work for or
against any candidate.

He asked government officials, who attended the meeting, to
stay neutral during the election campaign. “If a government
servant is proved having campaigned, he/she would stand
trial,” the governor warned.

Only Ashraf Ghani Ahmadzai has opened a campaign office in
Bamyan City. Other candidates are expected to swing their
campaigners into action in Bamyan once the harsh cold spell
recedes.

Bamyan police chief Brig Gen Khudayar Qudsi, who attended
the meeting, said police and Afghan National Army (ANA)
were ready to deal with any threat from insurgents.

Qudsi told Pajhwok Afghan News close liaison between
people and police was crucial to maintaining security and
transparency in the election.

Security officials say only eight of the 188 polling stations in
Bamyan are under medium security threat, which could be
overcome with cooperation from local influential individuals.
Link: http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2014/02/04/meddling-campaign-
intolerable-wahdat
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to open provinci
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KABUL (Pajhwok): The Independent Electoral Complaints
Commission (IECC) has not been able to open offices in
provinces about five months beyond the schedule.IECC’s real
job is to assess public complaints about violations in elections
by candidates and election officials.

El ecti on
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The watchdog has so far been receiving complaints
from provinces through local Independent Election
Commission (IEC) offices in provincial capitals.

IECC officials say the commission would open its own
offices in all provinces “soon” to directly receive
complaints and assess them.

IECC secretary and spokesman Nader Muhseni said
they had sent a list of 102 commissioners to the
Presidential Palace for approval.

He said three commissioners would be appointed in
each province and the process would be launched soon.
“These offices will be opened soon as preliminary
works are yet to be completed. The approval of

\mralsaui)ngs showg] ﬁoan% rorn the Presidential
ala

ce so that we complete administrative tasks.”

Mubhseni said the complaints commission was currently
busy looking for rental buildings to house provincial
offices and provide them with required equipment and
facilities.

The presidential election campaign entered a third day
on Tuesday, with most of the hopefuls addressing big
rallies of supporters in Kabul.

Muhseni said they had not yet received any complaint
against campaigning.

But a Pajhwok correspondent saw residents tearing
down posters of some candidates from their home walls
and gates on the campaign’s first day in Kabul's Shehr-i
-Naw area. The posters had been pasted on residential
houses in violation of election rules.

According to the election schedule, complaint offices in
provinces were to be made functional five months ago,
but IECC officials cited technical problems for the
delay.

Muhseni said the delay in opening the offices would
have no impact on the watchdog’s activities.

“We have reached an agreement with the election
commission. Under the accord, if someone has a
complaint, he/she can register it with the election
commission, which will forward that to us. Complaints
are often registered against candidates and as long as
su'chccgnﬁ)lalnts st%rf% ﬁburlng in, we will have our
offices opened.”

IECC lacks its own fund to run affairs and is totally
reliant on aid-giving agencies.

Link: http://www.pajhwok.com/en/2014/02/04/iecc-open-
provincial-offices-%E2%80%98s00n%E2%80%99
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