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FEFA survey stresses tangible electoral reforms
By: HASSAN KHETAB ,Date: 2015-04-06

Parliamentary polls may be postponed for a year: Danish
By: HASSAN KHETAB ,Date: 2015-04-01
KABUL (Pajhwok): Second vice President Sarwar Danish
on Wednesday said that parliamentary election may be
postponed for one year. In his address to the Wolesi Jirga,
Danish said that election would take place after reforms
were brought to the electoral system. In line with ballot
laws, constitutional and legal tenure of lower house ends
on June 21 and election for the new house should take
place one or two month before the end of June 21. The
second voice president said the reformation of election
commission would take one year time and therefore
conducting parliamentary election was not possible before
electoral reforms. After a long delay, President Ashraf
Ghani issued a decree on March 21 regarding formation of
a commission which would put forward reforms to the
electoral system. The Chief Executive Office has said the
nomination of Shukria Barakzai as head of election reform
commission was not acceptable to them and urged the
government to consider another person to head the
commission.
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KABUL (Pajhwok): A recent survey conducted by the Free
and Fair Election Foundation of Afghanistan (FEFA) while
stressing upon electoral reforms said that insecurity and
partial stance of election commissions’ employees would be
among major challenges in upcoming parliamentary
election. As many as 125 Wolesi Jirga members, including
41 women lawmakers, had been interviewed in the FEFA
conducted survey. Almost all the lawmakers underlined the
need for tangible reforms in ballot system.
It explained reforms should help conducting transparent
election, strengthening of political parties, explaining
punishment for those committing rigging in the ballot,
controlling of financial assistance of individuals and
candidates, specification of powers and responsibilities of
election commission chiefs and secretary. In addition, the
inclusion of two foreigners in Independent Electoral
Complaint
Commission (IECC) as an observers and
identification of election commission employees’ salaries
and privileges in election law were other areas stressed upon
in the survey for reforms of electoral system. Around 69
percent of Wolesi Jirga members who were interviewed
announced to take part in parliamentary election, but
expressed their concern over irregularities in election
commissions, influence of powerful individuals and lack of
ballot papers on Election Day. The survey urged for
effective role of civil society, government, lawmakers and
electoral bodies in the Wolesi Jirga election. Some 42
percent people demanded flexibility in nomination
conditions, while 54 percent others demanded the election
commissions should announce final results of election in a
joint press conference. The survey showed that 64 percent
of lawmakers demanded members of election commissions
to get vote of confidence from Wolesi Jirga, while 50
percent had asked the Presidential Palace to sack members
of electoral commissions and officials of greater credibility.
Mohammad Yousuf Rashid, FEFA executive director, said
the survey said the interviewees favoured reforms the
electoral system and early preparation for parliamentary
polls. He said reforms of election commission were a
gigantic task and the incumbent government had a good
opportunity to rehabilitate the voting system in the country.
He said the government was not serious to tackle some
issues including reforms in election commission. Earlier,
President Mohammad Ashraf Ghani had issued a decree for
constituting a long-awaited electoral reform commission
that met a key condition in the power-sharing agreement.
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The panel would suggest reforms in the electoral system,
ways of improving democratic norms, restoring public
trust in government institutions and respect for rule of
law, the Presidential Palace had said. In a statement the
palace said, commission would be led by Wolesi Jirga
member Shukria Barakzai while Saddiqullah Tawhidi has
been appointed as deputy head of the commission.
Ali Amiri, Abdul Qadir Qaryab, Bashir Farooq,
Dr. Mohammad Amin Ahmadi, Faizullah Zaki, Kawoon
Kakar, Sabrina Saqib, Gul Ahmad Madadzai and
Azizullah Rafiyee, Justice Ministry representative
Abdul Majid Ghanizada, UN official Tadamichi Yamoto
are its members.

for education and Syed Mansoor Naderi for urban development.
Similarly, Dr. Abdul Baseer Anwar is Ghani’s choice for
the ministry of justice, Abdul Raziq Wahidi for ministry of
communications, Dilbar Nazari for women’s affairs ministry and Salamat Azimi for counternarcotics.
Dr. Farida Momand has been named as minister-designate
for higher education, Dr. Nasrin Oryakhel ministerdesignate for labour and social affairs and Ali Ahmad Osmani for water and energy.
Of the 24 ministers Ghani had sent to the parliament two
months back, only eight of them secured vote of confidence
along with the new spymaster.

Ministers-designate being introduced to WJ
By: ABASIN ZAHEER ,Date: 2015-04-01

New governors to be named in 15 days

KABUL (Pajhwok): Second vice-president Sarwar Danish
is scheduled to introduce ministers-designate for the
remaining 16 cabinet seats to the Wolesi Jirga (WJ) today
(Wednesday) for a vote of confidence, an official said.
Wolesi Jirga Secretary Abdul Raouf Inaami told Pajhwok
Afghan News that the Parliamentary Affairs Ministry
would share the particulars of the cabinet nominees with
the Wolesi Jirga for review. The ministers-designate would
explain their plans and programs to the Jirga, he said,
adding the lawmakers would vote the cabinet candidates.
President Ashraf Ghani announced the cabinet 16 picks on
March 22 but without any name for the ministry of
defense. Humayun Rasa, Abdul Bari Jehani and Asadullah
Zamir have been named as ministers-designate for
commerce and industry, information and culture and
agriculture respectively. Gulab Mangal had been
nominated as minister-designate for tribal and border
affairs, Eng. Mohammad Baleegh minister-designate for
public works and Abdul Sattar Murad as
minister-designate for economy. Dr. Mohammadullah
Batash has been picked as minister-designate transport and
aviation, Asadullah Hanif Balkhi

KABUL (Pajhwok): As some lawmakers claimed insecurity
was on the increase in provinces ruled by acting governors,
Wolesi Jirga first deputy speaker assured new governors
would be introduced within next 15 days.
Soon after being inaugurated in late September, the national
unity government ordered governors to continue their job in
acting capacity until their replacements were introduced. So
far only three governors have been appointed.
Lower house member from central Ghor province, Seema
Joinda, criticised the performance of the new government
and said acting governors, lack of salaries and
mismanagement in provinces had led to increased
insecurity. She said 56 district chiefs, who were appointed
during former president Hamid Karzai’s government, had
been
without salaries over the past few months.
“The government itself is causing insecurity and criminal
activities. The lack of attention on the part of acting
officials has created concerns,” Joinda said, asking the
government to replace acting officials with new ones. Her
colleague from Farah province, Mohammad Sarwar
Osmani, also said managing departments by acting officials
had created problems. “The so-called Islamic State (IS),
which receives strong financial and military support, is a
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clear example of official negligence in Farah,” Osmani
said. He said the presence of the IS group in Farah also
threatened western Herat province and neighbouring Iran.
Haji Zahir Qadir, the first deputy speaker and a lawmaker
from eastern Nangarhar province, held similar views and
said, “Nangarhar was a peaceful province, but now if an
official wants to visit its districts, he/she needs a hundred
security guards or must travel by air,”
He added the recent wave of insecurity was intolerable for
the Afghans. However, Qadir said President Ashraf Ghani
had assured him he would introduce new governors to
replace acting ones within the next 15
days. He urged lawmakers to work for serving the national
interest and strengthening national unity.
Mismanagement by acting governor leads to more corruption: WJ
By: KHWAJA BASIR AHMAD ,Date: 2015-04-04

Former Ghazni PC member injured in Taliban attack
By: PAJHWOK ,Date: 2015-04-04
GHAZNI CITY (Pajhwok): A former provincial council
member of southern Ghazni province was wounded in
militants attack in Ghazni City, the provincial capital, on
Saturday, the governor’s spokesman said.
Shafiq Nang told Pajhwok Afghan News the incident took
place in Refugees Township in Ghazni City at noon.
He said Hamida Gulistani, former provincial council female member, was shot at with a silencer pistol by militants. The rebels, however, managed to escape the scene
after attack. A resident of the area Ali Mohammad said
that two masked motorcyclists opened fire on Gulistani
when she came out of her brother’s house. Police arrived
20 minutes later after the incident happened, he added. Baz
Mohammad Himat, director Ghazni Civil Hospital, confirmed receiving Gulistani but stated she was in stable condition. Taliban usually target government officials in
Ghazni province.
http://www.pajhwok.com

KABUL (Pajhwok): Abdul Rauf Ibrahimi, Speaker Wolesi
Jirga or lower house of parliament, on Saturday said
management by acting governor’s in provinces has led to
massive corruption and mismanagement of a number of
affairs. The unity government took over on September 30,
2014. Only three provinces have got new governors, while
the rest of the provinces were being administrated by acting
governors. Bashir Ahmad Tah Yanj, a lawmaker from
northwestern Faryab, expressed concerns by saying that
security situation went deteriorated and management by
acting governors had led to massive corruption in
provinces. Another Wolesi Jirga member Ghulam Hussain
Nasari also voiced same concerns over the prolonged
governance of administrative officials. He said some armed
men with the support of acting governors had caused law
and order situation. He urged members of the house to give
trust vote to introduce ministers as soon as possible in order
to put an end to the governance of acting officials.
Currently, 17 ministries were being administered by the
acting ministers. A lawmaker from Kapisa province said
armed men who had the support of governor had killed and
wounded six of a family close to the police headquarters.
Iqbal Safi said due to poor performance of provincial
government insecurity was spreading by each passing day.
The issue, he said had been discussed with the president but
to no avail. Ibrahim said the work of acting governors for
more than two months was against established. He said
Afghans wanted bolstered security and order. He urged the
president to name responsible officials to replace the acting
governors.
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